Check out www.sowter.co.uk.

Lundahl 

Would VU meters be of interest? www.sifam.com

www.meterdistributor.com/SIFAM/SIFAM%20Pg2.htm 

http://www.pctransformer.com/pct-frames/pct-frame.htm

http://www.diyparadiso.com/

http://www.halfin.com/

The suggested transformer will drive TWO channels ONLY. The high voltage and the phantom power will actually be able to drive ten channels, but the high current heater voltage is only specced for two channels.

I do not recommend the output trannies. Nothing to with price. The sound will be a little bit cleaner without 'em. There's no need to go balanced into the VS or any other peice of gear. 

A lot of the parts can be found cheaply, like the big caps in the high voltage PSU, the power transformers and the signal caps. Actually all the expensive parts. Arnold @ Demostenes have VERY reasonable prices for tubes'n'caps. Also try http://www.triodeelectronics.com/ & http://www.tubesandmore.com/  cable factory

You'll probably have this preamp for like 30 years. I doubt that shit ass ART Tube MP will last even a tenth of that. It's a good investment I think. 

Yeah, go to any surplus electronics place and you can find a lot of the parts cheap. I do that myself. I'm not a millionaire. Quite the opposite. 

You can't find the Lundahl mic trannies cheap though. And they're essential. 

A compressor is not really for the faint hearted and unexperienced. Also it'll be bloody expensive. But I'm working on it. Expanders suck. Gates suck. Eqs don't.. *hint hint* 

I think I wrote how many channels each PSU can handle, but it's about 10 for the high voltage, 2 for the heater and 50 for the phantom. The heater power supply can easily be upgraded to say 10 channels.

Well, it's always difficult to compare. 

When you get above a certain quality level, it's a matter of taste and what suits a given task. 

*A certain quality level* in this case means I believe it's better than any ART, DBX (even the Blue series), HHB/TLA. It's more in the Manley, Avalon, DW Fearn league. It may not look like one (that is all up to you folks!), but it sure is up there.

It's a very clean sounding pre. You won't get much of that distorting *tube flavour* that the cheaper pres give. But it's tube awrite. It's got a very dynamic nature free of electronics artifacts. 

When using it, it gives me that emotional impact I crave for. 

But again, it's so subjective. Some folks might think it sucks. Some folks think Neve, Neumann, anything with tubes, 2" tape etc suck. That's jus the way it is. 

I don not think the pre sounds like anything though. I'ts on it's own. It's not my style to make copies of anything. I trye to be innovative. 

The non XL version, 61$, is the same as the XL 'cept the XL got 40% higher headroom. Now the standard version got plenty of headroom so one could do with that one. 

Lundahl trannies are very transparant. They don't sound like much. If you want a more *vintage* sound, something like a Jensen 115 is better. I think that sucker is 90$! though. 

I prefer Sowters to Jensens and they're very reasonable. Check out http://www.sowter.co.uk./ 

I'll be looking for some other trannies as well, but this is _not_ a place to go cheap. Buy cheap tubes, caps etc, but not trannies... 

Actually, the Sowters just don't _do_. I think in some ways they're better than Lundahl. I opted for a Lundahl because they're the cleanest trannies I know of. I wanted to offer you Planet folks a real clean pre. 

The Sowters are more in the Neve/API style. Fatter, dirty bottom. 

I'm using custom Sowters in the pre I'm gonna launch in a few months. I've build a few prototypes with a friend, got some serious money backup, a dealer.. the lot. Where now contacting various companies in DK for metalwork etc. It's probably gonna land in the 3,5K$ range. And no, we're not making a lot of money! 

Sifam has got some even cooler meters, but they're not on their website. They're the ones on the Peavey tube comp (which is mounted behind the faceplate and thus not looking as kool) & the TLA VTC tube desk. They're 'bout 27£ in the UK. 

True VU meters, like that one, are bloddy expensive. No extra circuits are needed, just hook 'em up on the output. 

Chris, I can send some pics of my pres for inspiration if you like. 

David.. hmm, I'd rather make an external A/D, than stickin' a chip inside the pre. Another project for us. I'm thinking 'bout puttting one of my passive inductor eqs online as well. And then there's that compressor we need sorting out. 


Here they are; www.meterdistributor.com/SIFAM/SIFAM%20Pg2.htm
http://newsletter.planetanalog.com/cgi-bin4/flo?y=eF2Z0ByKGR0tJ0BWO40Ak   ???

http://www.tubesandmore.com/
Boo, those are fine. I don't think Tele makes (or made as it is today) 5687. Could be wrong. They're not physically different as such, but all Telefunken tubes have that little square/diamond on the base between the pins (hehe, makes me think of something..) 

If not, they're fake. Yes, with that silly price there's quite a few fake Teles around. It may say Telefunken on the glass, but no square=no good. 

I don't recommend blowin' a lot of money on tubes. Mic trannies and signal caps is where it's at. It's also the most costly items. 

Besides, just because it's Telefunken, RCA, GE, Sylvania or whatever that don't actually say a lot 'bout sound quality. It's also highly dependant of what circuitry you drop 'em in. 

My pre will sound EXELLENT with off the shelf tubes. 

Tubeman has this tube Here
Older Black Plate Stock

Yarz, oil caps are seriously expensive! That's why a bought some in Rumania on holiday some years ago. Also bought some tubes there. They didn't cost _anything_, but it was shortly after the end of the dictator regime and there was military everywhere. I had some serious problems getting the stuff through 'customs' (which was a military base). My folks didn't find that experience funny at all.. haha.. 

The ones I got out was Cornell Dublier (sp?) types, probably from the 60's, but they're measured right up to spec. They last forever. Those types (they we're 12yF/600V 'bought a pound each!) are not made anymore. They're also filled with something very deadly shit. Don't blow a cap like that! 

Somtimes they do show up surplus/secondhand/new old stock and I would ask places like Antique, Triode Electronics, Angela etc. 

Today, I use Jensen (danish brand - got nothing to with Jensen transformers) oil caps. They look a bit like regular caps. The Parts Connection (of Sonic Frontier fame) used to sell 'em, but they just stopped that whole department. They specialized in tube and parts. They're canadian and they might have some stuff left. 

Jensen don not sell caps to end users, I get them trough my freinds company and we're currently testing some custom prototypes they have made for us. They are pretty damn expensive though. 

I'll search the net and try to find some usable items. But they are really expensive. 

I'll also look for some suitable poly caps. Solen caps are quite good and pretty reasonable in price. 

